THE FIFTH GRADE TIMES
WELCOME!
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           The fifth grade teachers would like to take this opportunity to roll out the welcome wagon to you all! We are looking forward to the chance to get to know all of your children. We are sure that you are curious as to what goes on in our classrooms, so we would like to take this time to fill you in.
LEADERSHIP
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    The first thing we would like to discuss is leadership. Fifth graders are the leaders at Roberts Elementary. It is imperative that in whatever they do, our fifth graders set a good example for the other students who look up to them. We have no doubt that they will be able to accomplish this.
PREPAREDNESS

[image: image3.wmf]

     As fifth grade teachers, we have the great responsibility of not only ensuring your children learn the curriculum, but preparing them for middle school. Fifth graders should be prepared to have more homework than they have been accustomed to. There will be homework every night, including Friday. We do take homework grades on random days, check daily to make sure it is completed, and go over the correct answers together. If a student does not have their homework, they will be sent to study hall, which is during recess, to finish it that day. Homework is an essential element in the formula for good grades. Homework will always be written in the students’ agendas, as well as posted in the classroom. 
CURRICULUM
[image: image4.png]


Roberts Elementary is an IBPYP school. This means we will be teaching your children through inquiry. The PYP draws on research and best practice from a range of national systems with a wealth of knowledge and experience from international schools to create a relevant, engaging, challenging and significant educational framework for all children. We will not only be focusing on developing our students academically, but socially, physically, and emotionally as well.  Our goal is to develop the whole child and create life-long learners. As a culmination of their experiences, and as a student in the IBPYP, fifth graders are also involved in an extended inquiry project called Exhibition.  This project will begin in September and end in December.
MATHEMATICS
[image: image5.wmf]Although our fifth graders do not move to a different class for each subject, as they will in middle school, they will be changing classes for math. All students will be taught the same math objectives, but each teacher will present them in their own special way. This will give the students a little taste of what middle school will be like by allowing them to practice moving to a class in a designated amount of time while bringing all required materials with them.
TARDIES
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It is also extremely important that students arrive on time to class. On time means seated and working at 8:05. They are let in the school at 7:55, which gives them plenty of time to be ready. When students are consistently late, it is extremely disruptive to the other students who are quietly working, and to the teacher who has to repeat instructions. Remember, in middle school detention and/or suspension is given for excessive tardiness. 
GRADING POLICIES
[image: image7.wmf]If the students score less than a 70 on any assignment, they will be given the opportunity to redo it after speaking to the teacher about the questions missed. The highest grade that can be received on a redo is a 70. The redo must be done on a separate sheet of paper, with the question, the corrected answer, and where they found the new answer written on it. This paper must be stapled to the original. It is the responsibility of the student to redo failing grades, not the teacher. We will not ask a student to redo work. Their grade is in their hands. Deadlines for assignments are also an important element in fifth grade. Students are expected to turn their work in on the day that it is due with the required heading on it. This is good practice for middle school where they could be given a zero if the assignment is not turned in on time, or if it is turned in without a name on it. Points will be deducted in each of these cases. 
CURSIVE WRITING
[image: image8.wmf]Students will not be expected to write in cursive at all times. However, they will be required to use it during Language Arts. Although cursive is not a skill that is used as much today, it is important that students are exposed to it so that they are able to read it. There are many other benefits as well. Studies have shown that children with dyslexia have a much easier time writing in cursive than in print. The physical act itself helps with brain development, long-term concentration, having deeper and longer connective thoughts, and pencil control.  
FOLDERS
All fifth grade students will have the same colored folders for each subject. The color coding is as follows:

Reading

Science

Homework

Social Studies 

Language Arts
Math will be in a separate three-ring binder. Students will also have another three-ring binder that will have all graded papers filed in it by subject. Each week this folder will be sent home. In that folder, will be a grade / conduct sheet. Parents are to sign that sheet and send it back with the student.
LOCKERS
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All students will be assigned a locker outside of their classroom. Students may bring combination locks for the lockers if they would like. The combination must be given to the teacher to ensure the student does not lock him or herself out of it. Also, nothing may be attached to the outside of the locker except for their locker tags. This includes “wrapping” of lockers on birthdays. This tends to peel the paint off. 
CELL PHONES
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Students are allowed to have cell phones at school in case of emergency. They are not, however, allowed to have them out at any time during the school day (this includes Extended Day). The phones are to stay off inside their locker or backpack. Phones will be confiscated if they are used during school for anything other than an emergency. The students may use the phone in the office if they need to call home during the school day.
A FINAL NOTE
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Fifth grade is an exciting and challenging year.  The best way to help your fifth grader smoothly transition is simply to offer them support. Be sure to check their agendas and discuss their homework with them each night.  You can also check the teachers’ Schoolnotes pages so that you know what is happening in your child’s class. It is important for you to read all of the papers that come home in Tuesday Folder as well so that you know about any upcoming projects and events. We look forward to working with the students and parents this year. Roberts is remarkably lucky to have such supportive, involved, caring parents, so thank you for all that you do!
